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to 
William wiLberforce, esq. mj>; 

My dear Sir, 

In contemplating the public characters 
bf the day, no one among them appears to have 
more nearly adopted in practice the principles 
which this Essay developes than yourself \ 

In all the most important questions which 
kai)e come before the senate since you became 
a legislator, you have not allowed the mis* 
taken considerations of sect or party to in- 
fluence your decisions ; so far as an unbiassed 
judgement can be formed of them, they appear 
to have been generally dictated by compre- 
hensive views of human nature, and impar- 
tiality to your fellow-creatures. The dedica* 
tion, therefore, of this Essay to you, I consider 
not as a mere compliment of the day, but rather 
as a duty which your benevolent exertions and 
disinterested conduct demand. 

Yet permit me to say that 1 have a peculiar 
personal satisfaction in fulfilling this duty. 
My experience of human nature, as it is now 
trained, does not, however, lead me to expect that 
t even your mind,without personal inspection, can 
instantaneously give credit to the full extent of 
the practical advantages which are to be derived 
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from an undeviating acflierence to the princi- 
ples displayed in the following pages. And 
far less is such ah effect to be anticipated from 
the first ebullition of public opinion. 

The proposer of a practice so new and strange - 
must be content for a time to be ranked among 
the good kind of pjeople, the speculatists and 
visionaries of the day, for such it is probable 
will be the ready exclamations of those who 
merely skim the surface of all subjects; excla- 
mations however, in direct contradiction to the 
fact, that he has not brought the practice into 
public notice until he patiently for twenty years 
proved it upon an extensive scale, even to the 
conviction of inspecting incredulity itself. 

And he is so content, knowing that the result 
qf the most ample investigation and free dis- 
cussion will prove to a still greater extent 
than he will yet state, the beneficial conse- 
guences of the introduction of the principles for 
which he now contends. 

With confidence, therefore, that you will ex- 
perience this conviction, and, when experienced, 
will lend your aid to introduce its influence 
into legislative practice, / subscribe myself with 
much esteem and regard, 

My dear Sir, 

Your obliged and obedient Servant, 

ROBERT OWEN. 

New Lanark MM*. 
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ESSAY FIRST. 



ON 



%fjt ^Formation of Character* 



According to the last returns under the 
Population Act, the poor and working classes 
of Great Britain and Ireland have been found 
to exceed twelve millions of persons, or nearly 
three fourths of the population of the British 
Islands. 

The characters of these persons are now per- 
mitted to be very generally formed without gui- 
dance or direction, and, in many cases, under 
circumstances which must train them to the ex- 
treme of vice and misery, and of course render 
them the worst and most dangerous subjects in 
the empire ; while the far greater part of the 
remainder of the community are educated upon 
the most mistaken principles of human nature, 
such indeed as cannot fail to produce a general 
conduct throughout society totally unworthy of 
the character of rational being3. 

The first thus unhappily situated are the poor 
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and the uneducated profligate among the work- 
ing classes, who are ^now trained to commit 
crimes, which they are afterwards punished for 
committing. 

The second is the remaining mass of the 
population, who are now instructed to believe, 
or at least acknowledge, that certain principle* 
are unerringly true, and to act as though they 
entertained the strongest conviction that they 
were grossly false ; thus filling the world with 
folly and inconsistency, and making society, 
throughout all its ramifications, a scene of in- 
sincerity. 

This state of matters has continued for a 
long period, its evils have been and are con- 
tinually increasing, until they now cry aloud 
for efficient corrective measures, or general dis- 
order must ensue. <6yt& 

" But," say those who have not ^investi- 
gated the subject, " attempts to apply re- 
medies have beep often made, and all of them 
have failed. The evil is now of a magnitude 
not to be controuled ; the torrent is already too 
strong to be stemmed ; and we can only wait 
with fear or calm resignation, to see it carry 
destruction in its course by confounding all di- 
stinctions of right and wrong." 
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Such is the general language now held, and 
such are the general feelings on this most im- 
portant subject, 

These, however, if longer suffered to continue, 
must lead to the most lamentable conse- 
quences. Rather than pursue this course, it 
is surely deserving the attention of the legisla- 
tors of the present day to make one grand and 
united effort ; forgetting the petty and humili- 
ating contentions of sects and parties, to inves- 
tigate the subject to its foundation, and endea- 
vour to arrest and overcome this mighty evil. 

The chief object of these Essays is to assist 
and forward a measure of such vital importance 
to the well-being of this country, and of society 
in general throughout the world. 

The view of the subject which is about to be 
given has arisen from eitensive experience' 
for upwards of twenty years, during which pe- 
riod its truth has been proved by multiplied 
experiments in practice. That the writer may 
not be charged with precipitation or presump- 
tion, when merely bringing forward the clear 
conviction, strongly felt, of one of the most 
important truths to which the human mind can 
be directed, he has had the principle and its 
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leading consequences, scrutinized, examined, 
and fully canvassed by some of the most learned, 
intelligent, and competent characters of the 
present day ; who on every principle of duty 
and interest, if they had seen error in either, 
would have exposed it; — but who in lieu of 
this, readily acknowledged their incontroverti- 
ble truth and practical importance. 

Assured, therefore, of his principles, he now 
proceeds, with a confidence not to be shaken by 
any opposition, and courts the most ample and 
free discussion on the subject ; courts it for the 
sake of humanity, and in consideration of the 
misery of millions of his fellow creatures, who are 
at this instant experiencing sufferings, which, 
when they shall be unfolded in detail, will 
compel those who govern the world to exclaim, 
"Could these things exist and we have no 
knowledge of them ?" But they do exist — and 
even the heart-rending statements which were 
exhibited to the public during the discussions on 
the West Indian negro-slavery do not exceed 
the afflicting scenes which, in various parts of 
the world, daily arise from the injustice of so- 
ciety to itself; from the inattention of mankind 
to the facts with which we are incessantly sur- 
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rounded, and from the want of a correct know- 
ledge of human nature in those who direct and 
govern public affairs. 

Did these circumstances not exist to an ex- 
tent almost incredible* could it be necessary 
now to contend for a principle regarding Man, 
which scarcely requires more than to be fairly 
stated to make it self-evident ? 

This principle is, " that any character, 

FROM THE BEST TO THE WORST, FROM 
THE MOST IGNORANT TO THE MOST EN- 
LIGHTENED, MAY BE GIVEN TO ANY COM- 
MUNITY, EVEN TO THE WORLD AT LARGE, 
BY APPLYING CERTAIN MEANS; WHICH 
ARE TO A GREAT EXTENT AT THE COM- 
MAND AND UNDER THE CONTROUL, OR 
EASILY MADE SO, OF THOfrE WHO POSSESS 
THE GOVERNMENT OF NATIONS." 

The principle as now stated is a broad one, 
and, if it should be found to be true, cannot fail to 
give a new character to legislative proceedings, 
and such a character as will be most favourable 
to the well-being of society. 

That this principle is true to the utmost limit 
of the terms, is evident from the experience of 
all past ages and from every existing fact. 

Shall misery, then, most complicated and ex- 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 

tensive, be experienced from the prince to the 
peasant in all nations throughout the world, and 
shall its cause and the means of its prevention 
be known, and yet these means withheld ? The 
undertaking is replete with difficulties; which 
pan alone be overcome by those who have in- 
fluence in society, being induced, by foreseeing 
its important practical benefits, to contend 
against those difficulties ; and who, when such 
advantages are clearly seen and strongly felt, 
will not suffer individual considerations to be 
put in competition with their attainment. It 
ip true their ease and comfort may be for a time 
sacrificed to those prejudices ; yet, if they per- 
severe, the principles on which this knowledge 
is founded must ultimately universally prevail. 
. And in preparing the way for the introduce 
tion of these principles, it cannot now be ne- 
cessary to enter into the detail of facts to prove 
that children can be trained to acquire " any 
language, sentiments, and belief, or any bo* 
dily habits and manners, not contrary to hu« 
man nature, even to make tliem, to a great 
extent, either imbecile of energetic characters." 
For that this has been done, the history of 
every nation of which we have records abun- 
dantly confirms, aod that this can be again 
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done, the facts which exist around us and 
throughout all the countries in the world prove 
to demonstration. 

With the knowledge then of possessing a 
power so important, as, when understood, to be 
capable of being wielded, with the certainty of 
a law of nature, gradually to remove many 
of the evils which now afflict mankind, shall 
we for ever continue to allow it to remain dor- 
mant and useless, and permit the plagues of 
society perpetually to exist and increase ? 

No: the time is now arrived when the public 
mind of this country and the general state of 
the world call imperatively for the introduction 
of this all-pervading principle, not only in, 
theory, but in practice. 

Nor, I feel assured in saying, can any hu- 
man power now impede its rapid progress. 
Silence will not retard its course, and opposition 
will give increased celerity to its movements. 
The commencement of the work will, in -fact, 
ensure its accomplishment, and henceforward 
all the irritating, angry passions, arising from 
ignorance of the triie cause of bodily and 
mental character, will gradually subside, and 
be replaced by the most frank and conciliating 
confidence* 
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Nor hereafter will it be possible for a com- 
paratively few individuals, unintentionally to 
occasion the rest of mankind to be surrounded 
by circumstances which inevitably form such 
and such characters, and afterwards to deem it a 
duty and a right to punish them even to death 
for possessing those characters which they them- 
selves have been the instruments of forming ; 
and that too, while these proceedings not only 
create innumerable evils to the directing few, 
but essentially retard them and the great mass 
of society from attaining the enjoyment of a 
high degree of positive happiness. But in lieu 
of punishing crimes after they have permitted 
them to be formed in the human character, they 
will adopt the only means which can be adopted 
to prevent those crimes from existing^y which 
means they may be most easily prevented. 

Happily for poor traduced and degraded hu- 
man nature, this principle for which we now 
contend will speedily unveil it of all the ridicu- 
lous and absurd mystery with which it has 
been hitherto enveloped by the ignorance of 
preceding times : and all the complicated and 
counteracting motives for good conduct, which 
have been multiplied almost to infinity, will be 
1 educed to one single principle of action^ which, 



Digitized by 



Google 



13 

by its evident operation and sufficiency, shall 
render this intricate system unnecessary, and 
ultimately supersede it in all parts of the earth. 
That principle is the happiness op selp 

CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD AND FULLY COM- 
PREHENDED, WHICH CAN ONLY BE AT- 
TAINED BY CONDUCT WHICH MUST PRO- 
MOTE THE HAPPINESS OP THE COMMU- 
NITY. 

For that Power which governs and pervades 
the universe has evidently so formed man, 
that he is progressively to pass from a state of 
ignorance to intelligence, the limits of which it is- 
not for man himself to define ; and in that 
progress to discover, that his individual hap- 
piness can be alone increased and extended 
in proportion as he actively endeavours to in- 
crease and extend the happiness of all around 
him. And this principle admits neither of ex- 
clusion nor of limitation. And such appears evi- 
dently the state of the public mind, that it will 
now seize the principle, and entertain it as the 
most precious boon which Providence has yet al- 
lowed it to acquire. The errors of all the opposing 
motives will appear in their true light, and the 
ignorance from which they arose will become 
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so glaring, that even the most unenlightened 
will speedily reject them. 

For this state of matters, and for all the 
gradual changes contemplated, the extraordi- 
nary events of the present times have essentially 
.contributed to prepare the way. 

Even the Emperor Napoleon, although im- 
mediately influenced by the most mistaken 
principles of ambition, has contributed to this 
happy result, by shaking to its foundation that 
mass of superstition and bigotry, which on 
the continent of Europe had been accumula- 
ting for ages, until it had so overpowered and 
depressed the human intellect, that to attempt 
any improvement without its removal would 
have been most unavailing. And, in the next 
place, by carrying the mistaken selfish princi- 
ples in which mankind have been hitherto edu- 
cated to the extreme in practice, he has ren- 
dered their error manifest, and left no doubt of 
the fallacy of the source whence they originated. 

And these transactions, in which thousands 
have been immolated, in which tens of thou- 
sands have been consigned to poverty and be- 
reft of friends, will be recorded in the volumes 
of time, and impress all future ages with a just 
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estimation of the principles now about to be 
introduced ; and will thus prove perpetually be- 
neficial to all succeeding generations. 

For the direful effects of Napoleon's prac- 
tice have created the most deep-rooted dis- 
gust at principles which could produce a be- 
lief in any one that such conduct was glorious, 
and calculated to increase the happiness of the 
individual by whom it was pursued. 

Had not Providence in its superior wisdom 
intended that* these gigantic and otherwise 
uncontroulable measures of Napoleon's should 
in their consequences produce a general good 
far to outweigh their partial ?nd temporary 
evils, can ignorance itself suppose that they 
would have been permitted ? 

May we n6t» therefore* be allowed to hope 
that those capable of pursuing a principle 
of error to its utmost bound, finding it by ex- 
perience to be a mere phantom, unproductive 
of the happiness which it promised, may, by 
the same overruling Power, be directed to adopt 
the principles which can alone give the human 
mind that high and solid gratification of which 
it is in search; and that they may thus put a 
stop to the present murderous devastations of 
war, and direct the energies of their mind to 
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form, in the true spirit of confidence which 
these principles cannot fail to generate, a bond 
of peace and amity which shall in some mea- 
sure tend to compensate the inhabitants of 
these countries for the extreme of sufferings 
which they have now for so many years en- 
dured ? 

And the late inventions, discoveries, and 
proceedings of the Rev. Dr. Bell and Mr. 
Joseph Lancaster, have been preparing the way 
in a manner the most opposite, but yet not 
the less effectual, by directing the public atten- 
tion to the beneficial effects on the unresisting 
young mind of even the limited education 
which their systems embrace. 

They have already effected enough to prove 
that all which is now in contemplation regard- 
ing the training of youth may be accomplished 
without fear of disappointment. And by so 
doing, as the consequences of their improve- 
ments cannot be confined within the British 
Isles, they will henceforward be ranked among 
the most important benefactors to the human 
race. They have indeed deserved well of their 
country, of the world ; and future generations 
will consider them as two of the most powerful 
champions who have yet fought for the intra- 
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duct ion of a rational in lieu of an irrational 
system of formation of character. 

Their names can never be separated in history: 
and shall the partially informed although well 
meaning of their respective partisans persevere 
in separating them in their lives ? No : their 
true friends will use every proper means to 
withdraw that sting of irritation which has ex- 
isted or may exist, and unite them in cordial 
co-operation to fix and permanently establish 
the great and good work which they have so 
happily commenced. 

This is their interest, for this alone can give* 
them the full extent of the respectability and 
happiness which they merit. But henceforward' 
to contend for any new exclusive system will 
be in vain ; the public is already too well in- 
formed, and has too far passed the possibility' 
of retrogression, to permit any such evil to be 
established. 

The reason is, not only because it is now 
obvious that such system must be destructive • 
of the happiness of the excluded, by their seeing 
other? epjoy what they are not permitted to 
possess, but also that it tends in proportion to 
the extent of the exclusion, by creating oppo- 
sition from the justly injured feelings of the 
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excluded, to diminish the happiness even of 
the privileged. These last, therefore, will have 
no rational motive for its introduction. If how- 
ever, owing to the remains of the irrational 
principles by which the world has been hi* 
therto governed, individuals, or sects, or par- 
ties, shall yet attempt by their plans of ex- 
clusion to retard the amelioration of society, 
and prevent the introduction in practice of 
that truly just spirit which knows no exclusion, 
such facts, amounting to demonstration, may 
yet be brought forward as cannot fail to ren- 
der all* their efforts vain. It will therefore be 
the essence of wisdom in the present privileged 
classes to co-operate cordially and sincerely 
with those who desire not to touch one iota of 
the supposed advantages which they now pos- 
sess, and whose first and last wish is to increase 
the happiness of those classes as well as the ge- 
neral happiness of society. And a very little 
reflection on the part of the privileged will in- 
3ure this line of conduct. Whence, without 
domestic revolution, without war and blood- 
shed, nay without disturbing any thing which 
exists, will the world be prepared to receive 
the principles which are alone calculated to* 
build up a system of happiness, and destroy 
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those irritable and unhappy feelings which have 
so long afflicted society, — solely because society 
has hitherto been ignorant of the tneans of the 
true formation of character. 

But such ignorance being now removed, ex* 
perience will soon teach us how to form cha- 
racter, individually and generally, so as to give 
the greatest sum of happiness to the individuals, 
and to society. 

These principles, requiring only to be 

brought forward, to establish themselves, the 

outline of our future proceedings becomes 

clear and defined, nor will they permit us 

henceforward to wander from the right path. 

They direct that the governing powers of all 

countries should establish rational plans for 

the education and general formation of the 

characters of their subjects.—— These plans 

will be devised to train children from their 

earliest infancy to think and act aright, for 

which purpose they must be prevented from 

acquiring habits of falsehood and deception, 

from entertaining a wish to injure a fellow.- 

creature; and they must be impressed with 

an active and ardent desire to promote the 

happiness of every individual, and that without 

the shadow of exception* for sect, or party, or 
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country, or climate. Co-existent with these 
mental attainments plans will also be devised 
to train children to those habits which gene- 
rally insure health, strength, and vigour of 
body, for the happiness of man can be erected 
only on the foundations of health of body and 
peace of mind. 

And that health of body and peace of mind 
may be preserved sound and entire, through 
youth and manhood, to old age, it becomes 
equally necessary that the irresistible pro- 
pensities which form part of our nature, and 
yrhich are evidently designed by Providence, 
so soon as he shall impart a true knowledge of 
man to man, to increase and not to counteract 
his happiness, shall be so directed as not to 
produce the endless and ever multiplying evils 
with which humanity is now afflicted ; and 
which have originated from one and the same 
cause; that is, from ignorance of what man is, 
and what by a rational training he may be. 

The knowledge however which is about to 
be introduced will make it evident to every 
understanding, that by far the greater part of 
the misery with which man is encircled may be 
easily dissipated and removed ; and that with 
mathematical precision he may be surrounded 
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with those circumstances which must gradually 
increase his happiness. 

Hereafter, when the public at large shall be 
satisfied that these principles can and will 
withstand the fiery ordeal through which they 
must inevitably pass ; when they shall prove 
themselves true, to the clear comprehension 
and certain conviction of the learned and the 
unenlightened; and when by the irresistible 
power of truth, detached from falsehood, 
they shall establish themselves in the human 
mind, no more to be removed but by the entire 
annihilation of the human intellects;— then the 
consequent practice which they direct shall be 
explained, and rendered easy of adoption. 

And, in the mean time, let no one antici- 
pate evil, even of the slightest degree, from 
these principles ; they are, not innoxious only, 
but pregnant with consequences to be wished 
and desired beyond all others by every indivi- 
dual in society. 

Yet, however, some of the best intentioned 
among the various classes in society may still 
say, " All this is very delightful and very beau- 
tiful in theory, but visionaries alone can expect 
to see it realized" To this remark only one 
reply can or ought to be made ; which is, that 
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these principles have been carried most success* 
fully into practice ; and that* not among a few 
individuals, but, among thousands ; and not for 
{ptoe, orjwo years* but for twenty*. The present 
^ssay.s therefore aje xxot now brought forward a* 
H.jpere matter qf speculation, to, amuse the idle 
Useless visionary who thinks in his closet and 
never acts in the world; but to create. universal 
activity, pfery^de society with a knowledge of its 
true interest^ . and direct the. public mind tql 
tjie most important object to which it can be 
{Ijrected^ that is, to a national proceeding for 
ja^Qnally forcing the characters of that inw 
fafcnse mass pf population which is now ak 
lowed to be so fofmed as to fill society with 
primes. Shaill a mere question which in its 
ultimate result is calculated only to withdraw 
Some problematical profits from One set of in* 
diyiduals and give them to another, engage the 
attention of politicians and ministers* call forth 
petitions and delegates from the widely spread 
manufacturing and commercial interests of the 
empire ; and induce those who oppose them to 

* For the truth of this statement, which to some may 
seem incredible, the author can refer to many persons in 
various parts of the kingdom, and to some characters of hjgb 
respectability in London* 
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conjure up fears, and alarm the public even for 
the existence of our justly revered constitution, 
— and shall the well-being of millions of the 
poor, half-naked, half-famished, untaught and 
untrained, daily increasing to a most alarming 
extent in these islands, not call forth one peti- 
tion, one delegate, or one rational effective le- 
gislative measure ? No ! for such has been our 
education, that we hesitate not to devote years 
and expend millions in the detection and pu- 
nishment of crimes, and in the attainment of 
objects whose ultimate results are in compari- 
son of this insignificancy itself; and yet we will 
not move ope step in the true path to prevent 
crimes, and diminish the innumerable evils 
with which the lower orders are now afflicted. 
Are these false principles of conduct to influ- 
ence mankind permanently, — and if not, how 
jand when is the change to commence ? These 
important considerations shall form the subject 
of the next essay. 
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TO THE BRITISH PUBLIC. 



Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow Men, 

I dedicate this essay to you, because 
your primary and most essential interests are 
deeply involved in the subjects of which it 
treats. 

You will find errors described and remedies 
proposed; but as those errors are the errors 
of our forefathers, they call for something like 
veneration from their successors. You will- 
therefore not attribute them to any of the in- 
dividuals of the present day ; neither will you 
for your own sakes wish or require them to be 
prematurely removed. Beneficial changes can 
alone take place by well-digested and well- 
arranged plans temperately introduced and 
persever^ingly pursued. 

It is however an important step gained when 
the cause of evil is ascertained. The next is 
to devise a remedy for the evil, which shall 
create the least possible inconvenience. To dis- 
cover that remedy, and try its efficacy in 
practice, have been the employments of my 



Digitized by 



Google 



VI 



life ; and having found what experience proved 
to be safe in its application and, certain in its 
effects, I am now anxious you should all par- 
take of its benefits. 

But be sdtisfiedy full and completely satis- 
fied,, that the principles on which the New 
View of Society is founded are true ; that no 
specious error lurks within them, and that na 
sinister motive now gives rise to their publicity* 
Let them therefore be investigated to their 
foundation. Let them be scrutinized with the 
eye of penetration itself and let them be com- 
pared with every, fact which has existed from 
the earliest knowledge of time, and with all 
those jwhich now encircle the earth. Let {hn % 
be done, to give you full confidence, beyond 
the shadow of doubt or suspicion, in the jpro- 
ceedings which are or may be recommended to 
your attention. For they will bear this test ; 
and such investigation and comparison will fix 
them so deep in your hearts and affections, 
that never more but with life will they be re~ 
moved from your minds, and your children s to 
the end of time. 

Enter therefore fearlessly on the investiga- 
tion and comparison, startle not at appa- 
rent difficulties, but persevere in the spirit and 
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on the principles recommended ; you will then 
9peedily overcome those difficulties, your suc- 
cess will be certain, and you will in the end 
firmly establish the happiness of your fellow* 
creatures. 

That your immediate and united exertions 
in this cause may be the means of com- 
mencing a new system of acting, which shall 
gradually remove those unnecessary evils which 
afflict the present race of men, is the ardent 
wish of 

Your fellow subject, 

THE AUTHOR. 
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ESSAY SECOND. 

JE>cto tUieto of #ocfetp* 



General principles alone were developed 
in the first essay. In this an attempt shall 
be made to show the advantages which may 
be derived from the adoption of those prin- 
ciples in practice, and to explain the me- 
thod by which the practice may be without 
inconvenience generally introduced. To 
proceed* Some of the most important be- 
nefits to be derived from the introduction of 
those principles into practice are the fol- 
lowing. 

First, they will create the most cogent 
reasons to induce every one " to have cha- 
rity for all men/' Indeed no feeling short of 
this can find place in any mind which has 
been taught clearly to understand, that chil- 
dren in all parts of the earth have been, 
are, and everlastingly will be impressed with 
habits and sentiments similar to those of their 
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parents and instructors, but modified by the 
circumstanced in which they have been, are, 
or may be placed, and by the peculiar origi- 
nal formation of each individual. Yet not one 
of these causes of character is at the command 
or in any manner under the control of infants, 
who therefore, whatever absurdity we may 
have been taught to the contrary, cannot by 
possibility be accountable for the sentiments 
and manners which maj r be given to them. 
And here lies the fundamental error in so- 
ciety, and from hence have proceeded, and 
now proceed, most of the miseries of man- 
kind. 

For children are without exception pas* 
sive agents, or wonderfully contrived com- 
pounds, which by due preparation and ac- 
curate attention, founded on a correct 
knowledge of th# subject, may be formed 
collectively into any human character. And 
although these original compounds like all 
the other works of the Great Directing 
Power of the Universe, possess endless va- 
rieties, yet they all partake of that plastic 
nature or quality, which, by perseverance 
under judicious management, may be ulti- 
mately moulded into the very image of ratio- 
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nal wishes and desires. And in the next 
place, these principles cannot fail soon to 
create those feelings, which without force, or 
the production of any counteracting motive, 
will irresistibly lead those who possess them 
to make due allowance for the difference of 
sentiments and manners not only among their 
friends and countrymen, but also among the 
inhabitants of every region on the earth, 
even including their enemies. For, with this 
insight into the formation of character, 
where is there any conceivable foundation 
for private displeasure or public enmity ? 
Say, if it be within the sphere of possibility 
that children can be trained to acquire that 
knowledge and these feelings ? The child 
of eight years growth, who from infancy has 
been rationally trained in these principles, 
will readily discover and trace from whence 
the opinions and habits of his associates 
have arisen, and why they possess them. 
And at the same age he wjll have acquired 
reasons sufficiently powerful to exhibit to 
him in strong colours the irrationality of be- 
ing angry with an individual for possessing 
qualities which, as an unavoidable passive 
agent during the formation of those quali- 

c2 . 
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ties, he had tiot the means of preventing. 
Such must be the impressions which these 
principles will make on the mind of every 
sjacb child ; and in lieu of generating anger 
of displeasure, they will produce commi- 
seration and pity for those individuals, who 
possess either habits or sentiments which 
appear to him to be destructive of their- 
own comfort, pleasure, or happiness, and 
will promote in him a desire to remove those 
causes of distress, that his own feejings of 
commiseration and pity may be also re- 
moved* And the pleasure which he cannot 
avoid experiencing by this mode of con-^ 
duct, will likewise stimulate him to the most 
active endeavours to withdraw all those cir- 
cumstances which surround any part of man- 
kind with causes c*f misery, and to replace 
them with others which have a tendency to 
increase their happiness. He must then 
also strongly entertain the desire to " do 
gpod to all men," and even to " love his 
enemies/' 

Thus, in a short 9 direct > and certain path 
may mankind be taught the essence and to. 
attain the ultimate object of all former moral 
and religious instruction. 
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These essays however are intended to ex* 
plain that which is true , and not to attack 
that which is false. For the former mode 
may permanently improve without creating 
even temporary evil, while the latter is often- 
productive of very fatal consequences. T*he 
former convinces the judgement when the 
mind possesses full and deliberative powers 
of judging ; but the latter instantly arouses 
irritation, and renders the judegment unfit 
for its office, and useless. But why should 
we ever irritate? Do not our principles 
make it so obvious as to put the fact be- 
yond any doubt, that even the present irra- 
tional ideas and practices prevalent through- 
out the world, are not to be charged as 
either a fault or culpable error of the exist- 
ing generation ? The immediate cause of 
them was the partial ignorance of our fore- 
fathers, who, although they acquired some 
vague disjointed knowledge of the principles 
on which character is formed, could not yet 
discover the connected chain of those princi- 
ples, and consequently knew not how to apply 
them to practice. But they taught their chil- 
dren that which they were taught' and which 
they acquired ; and in thus acting our fore- 
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fathers acted like their forefathers, who re- 
tained the established customs of former 
generations until better and superior were 
discovered and made evident to their capa- 
cities. 

The present race of men have also in- 
structed their children as they had been 
previously instructed, and are equally un- 
blaraeable for any defects which their sy- 
stems contain. And however erroneous or 
injurious that instruction and those systems 
may now be proved to be, the principles on 
which these essays are founded will be mis- 
understood, and their spirit will be wholly 
misconceived, if either irritation or the 
slightest degree of ill will shall be generated 
against those who even tenaciously adhere 
to the worst parts of that instruction and 
support the most pernicious of those sy- 
stems* For such individuals, sects or par- 
ties have been trained from infancy to con- 
sider it their duty and interest so to act, 
and in so doing they merely continue the 
customs of their predecessors. But let truth 
unaccompanied with error be placed before 
them, give them time to examine it, and 
9e^ its upison with all previously ascertained 
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truths, and their conviction and acknow- 
ledgement of it follow of course. It is 
weakness itself to require assent before 
conviction, and after it will not be long 
withheld. To endeavour therefore to force 
conclusions on the mind, without making 
the subject clear to the understanding, is 
most unjustifiable and irrational We there- 
fore proceed in the spirit thus described in 
the investigation of the subject. 

The facts which by the invention of print- 
ing have gradually accumulated in the world, 
now show the errors of the systems of our 
forefathers in colours so distinct, that they 
must become evident to all classes of the 
community, and render it absolutely neces- 
sary that new legislative measures should be 
immediately adopted, to prevent the confu- 
sion which must arise from almost the most 
ignorant being competent to detect the ab- 
surdity and glaring injustice of many of 
those Jaws by which they are now governed. 

Such are those laws which enact punish- 
ments for a very great variety of actions 
which they designate as crimes ; while those 
from whom such actions, proceed are regu- 
larly trained to acquire no other knowledge 
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those actions are the best they could per- 
form. 

How much longer shall we continue to 
allow generation • after generation to be 
taught crime from their infancy, and, when 
so taught, hunt them like beasts of the fo- 
rest, until they are entangled beyond escape 
in the toils and nets of the law ? when, if 
the circumstances from youth of those poor 
unpitied sufferers had been reversed with 
those who are even surrounded with the 
pomp and dignity of justice, these latter 
would have been at the bar of the culprit, 
and the former would have been in the 
judgement seat. 

For, had the present Lords Chancellor and 
Chief Justice of these realms been born and 
educated in St. Giles's or some similar situ- 
ation, is it not reasonable to conclude, as 
they possess native energies and abilities, 
that ere this they would have been at the 
head of their then profession, and in con- 
sequence of that superiority and proficiency, 
have already suffered imprisonment, trans- 
portation, or death ? Or can we for a mo^ 
meat hesitate to decide, that if some of 
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those men wham our laws, dispensed by the 
present Chancellor and Chief Justice, have 
doomed to suffer capital punishments, had 
been born, trained, and surrounded as the 
Lords Chancellor and Chief Justice, were 
born, trained, and surrounded ; that some 
two of those so imprisoned,' transported, or 
hanged, would have been the identical in- 
dividuals who would have passed the same 
awful sentences on our present highly es- 
teemed dignitaries of the law ? 

If we open our eyes and attentively no* 
tice the events of an hour, we must observe 
these facts to multiply before us* Is the 
evil then of small magnitude, to be yet to- 
tally disregarded, passed by as the ordinary 
occurrences of the day, and as not deserv- 
ing of one reflection ? And shall we be longer 
told, " that the convenient time to attend 
to inquiries of this nature is not yet come ; 
that other matters of far more weighty im- 
port engage our attention, and it must re-* 
main over to a season of more leisure ?" 

Ta those who may be inclined to think 
and speak thus, I would say, Let feel* 
ings of humanity, or strict justice, inducer 
them to devote a few hours to visit some 
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of the public prisons of the metropolis, and 
patiently inquire, with kind commiserat- 
ing solicitude, of their various inhabitants, 
the events of their lives, and the lives of 
their connections. These will tales unfold 
that must arrest attention, that will disclose 
sufferings, misery, and injustice, upon which 
for obvious reasons I will not now dwell, 
but which, previously, such inquirers, I am 
persuaded, could not suppose possible to 
exist in any civilized state, far less that they 
should be permitted for centuries to in- 
crease unremedied around the very fountain 
of British jurisprudence. The true cause 
however of this conduct, so contrary to the 
general humanity of the natives of these 
Islands, is, that a practicable remedy for 
the evil, on clearly defined and sound prin- 
ciples, has not yet been suggested. But the 
principles developed in this " New View of 
Society" will point out a remedy which is 
almost simplicity itself, possessing no more 
practical difficulties than many of the com- 
mon employments of life; and such diffi- 
culties as are readily overcome by men of 
very ordinary practical talents. 

And the proof of this is in existence, 
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open to the inspection and investigation of 
all* It is reduced to matter of fact, by an ex- 
periment which was made under the follow- 
ing circumstances : 

In the year 1784 the late Mr. Dale of 
Glasgow founded a spinning and weaving 
manufactory near the falls of the Clyde, in 
the county of Lanark in Scotland; and 
about that period cotton mills were first 
introduced into the northern part of the king- 
dom. 

It was the power which could be obtained 
from the falls of water which induced Mr. 
Dale to erect his mills in this situation, for 
in other respects it was not well chosen : 
the country around was uncultivated ; the 
inhabitants were poor, and fejv in number ; 
and the roads in the neighbourhood; were so 
bad, that the falls of Clyde now so cele- 
brated were then unknown to strangers. 

It was therefore necessary to collect a 
new population to supply the infant esta- 
blishment with labourers. 

This however was no light task ; for all 
the regularly trained Scotch peasantry dis- 
dained the idea of working from early till 
late, day after day, within cotton mills. 



Digitized by 



Google 



56 

Two modes only to obtain these labourers' 
occurred : the one, to procure children from 
the various public charities in the country ; 
and the other, to induce families to settle 
around the works. 

To accommodate the first, a large house 
was erected, which ultimately contained 
about five hundred children, who were pro- 
cured chiefly from workhouses and chari- 
ties in Edinburgh* 

These children were to be fed, clothed, 
and educated ; and these duties Mr. Dale 
performed with the benevolence which he 
was known to possess. 

To obtain the second, a village was built, 
and the houses were let at a low rent to such 
families as coujd be induced to accept em- 
ployment in the mills : but such was the ge- 
neral dislike to that occupation at the time, 
that, with a few exceptions, the persons 
itaost destitute of friends, employment, and 
character, were alone found willing to try 
the experiment; and of these a sufficient 
number to supply a constant increase of the, 
manufactory could not be obtained. It was 
therefore deemed a favour on the part even 
of such individuals to come to reside at the 
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village, and when they were taught the busi- 
ness they became of still more value to the 
establishment. 

In consequence, they literally became 
agents not to be governed contrary to thcjir 
own inclinations. 

Mr. Dale's principal avocations were at a 
distance from the works, which he seldom 
visited more than once for a few hours in 
three or four months ; he was therefore un«* 
der the necessity of committing the manage- 
ment of the establishment to various ser-> 
vants with more or less power. 

Those who have a practical knowledge of 
mankind will readily anticipate the charac- 
ter which a population so collected and con- 
stituted would acquire; it is therefore scarcely 
necessary to state, that the community by 
degrees formed itself under these circum- 
stances into a very wretched society ; every 
man did that which was right in his own eyes, 
and vice and immorality prevailed to a la- 
mentable extent. The population was li- 
terally in idleness, in poverty, in almost 
every kind of crime; it scarcely need be ; 
added, in debt, out of health, and in misery. 
Yet to make matters still worse,— although 
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the cause proceeded from the best possible 
motive, that is, a conscientious adherence 
to principle, — the whole was under a strong 
sectarian influence, which gave a marked 
and decided preference to one set of reli- 
gious opinions over all others, and the pro- 
fessors of the favoured opinions wei;e the 
privileged of the community. 

The boarding-house, however, containing 
the children presented a very different scene. 
The benevolent proprietor spared no ex- 
pense which could give comfort to the poor 
children which it contained. The rooms 
provided for them were spacious, always 
clean, and well vefttilated ; the food was of 
the best quality, and most abundant; the 
clothes were neat and useful ; a surgeon 
was kept in constant pay to direct how to 
prevent as well as cure disease; and the 
best instructors which the country afforded 
were appointed to teach such branches of 
education as were deemed likely to be use- 
ful to children in their situation ; and kind 
well disposed persons were appointed to sup- 
erintend all their proceedings. Nothing, in 
short, at first sight seemed wanting to render 
it a most complete charity. 
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But to defray the expense of these well 
devised arrangements, and support the esta- 
blishment generally* it was absolutely ne- 
cessary that the children should be em- 
ployed within the, mills from six o'clock in 
the morning to seven in the evening sum- 
mer and winter ; and after these hours their 
education commended. The directors of 
the public charities from mistaken oeconomy, 
would not consent to send the children un- 
der their care to cotton mills, unless the 
children were received by the proprietors at 
the ages of six, seven, and eight. And Mr* 
Dale was under the necessity of accepting 
them at those ages, or stopping the manu- 
factory which he had commenced. 

It is not to be supposed that children so 
young could remain, with the interval of 
meals only, from six in the morning until 
seven in the evening, in constant employ- 
ment on their feet within cotton mills, and 
afterwards acquire much proficiency in edu- 
cation. And so it proved ; for the greater 
part of them became dwarfs in body and 
mind, and many of them deformed. Their 
labour through the, day, and their educa- 
tion at night, became so irksome, thait nunr- 
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bers of them continually ran away, and al- 
most all looked forward with impatience 
and anxiety to the expiration of their ap- 
prenticeship of seven, eight, and nine year*, 
which generally expired when they wete 
from thirteen to fifteen years old. At this 
period of life, unaccustomed to provide for 
themselves, and unacquainted with the 
world, they usually went to Edinburgh or 
Glasgow, where boys and girls were soon 
assailed by the innumerable temptations 
which all large towns present ; and many of 
them fell sacrifices to those temptations. 

Thus were Mr. Dale's arrangements and 
kind solicitude for the comfort and happi- 
ness of these children rendered in their ul- 
timate effect almost nugatory. They were 
sent to be employed, and without their la- 
bour he could not support them ; but, while 
under his care, lie did all that any indivi- 
dual circumstanced as he was could do for 
his fellow-creatures. 

The error proceeded from the children 
being sent from the workhouses at an age 
far too young for employment; they ought 
to have been detained four years longer, 
and educated ; and then all the evils which 
followed would have been prevented. 
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And if sttch be 9. true picture Hot dyer- 
charged of parish apprentices to our manu- 
facturing system under the best and most 
humane regulations, in what colours must 
it be exhibited under the worst ? Mr. Dale 
4ft*as advancing in years, he had no sons, to 
succeed him ; and finding the consequence^ 
described to be the results of all his stre- 
nuous exertions for the improvement and 
happiness of his . fellow-creatures, it is not 
•surprising that he became disposed to retire 
from the cares of the establishment. He 
accordingly sold it to some English mer- 
chants and manufacturers; one of whorn^ 
under the circumstances just narrated, un- 
dertook the management of the concern, 
and fixed his residence in the midst of the 
population. 

This individual had been previously in 
.the management of large establishments, 
employing a number of work-people in the 
neighbourhood of Manchester; and in every 
case, by the steady application of certain 
general principles on character, hesucceeded 
in reforming the habits, of those under his 
care, who always among their associates ap- 
peared conspicuous for their good conduct 
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With this previous success in remodelling 
English character, but ignorant of the lo- 
cal ideas, manners, and customs of those 
now committed to his management, the 
stranger commenced his task. 

At that period the lower classes in Soot- 
land, like those of other countries, had strong 
prejudices against strangers having any au- 
thority over them, and particularly again&t 
the English, few of whom had then settled 
in Scotland, and not one in the neighbour- 
hood of the scenes under description. It is 
also well known that even the Scotch pea- 
santry and working classes possess the habit 
of tracing cause and effect with great acute- 
ness; and in the present case, those em- 
ploy ed naturally concluded that the new pur- 
chasers intended merely to make profit by 
*the establishment, on the abuses of which 
many of them were then deriving support. 
•The persons employed at these works were 
therefore strongly prejudiced against the 
new director of the establishment; preju- 
diced because he was a stranger and from 
♦England ; because he succeeded Mr. Dale, 
•under whose proprietorship they were al- 
lowed their own way; because his religious 
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creed was not theirs ; and because they con* 
eluded the works would be governed by 
new laws and. regulations, calculated to 
squeeze, as they often termed it, the great- 
est sum of gain out of their labour. 

In consequence, from the day he arrived » 
among them, every means which ingenuity 
could devise was set to work to counteract 
the plan which he attempted to introduce; 
and for two years it was a regular attack 
and defence of prejudices and mal-practices 
between the manager and population of 
the place, without the former being able 
to make much progress, or convince the 
latter of the sincerity of his good inten- 
tions for their welfare. He however did 
not lose his patience, his temper, or his con- 
fidence in the certain success of the princi- 
ples on which he founded his conduct. 
And these principles did ultimately prevail: 
the population could not continue to resist 
a firm, well-directed kindness administering 
justice to all. They therefore slowly and 
cautiously began to give him some portion 
of their confidence ; and, as this increased, 
he was enabled rrtore and more to develop 
his plans for their amelioration. It may 
with truth be said, that at this period they 
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possessed almost all the vices and very few 
of the virtues of a social community. Theft; 
and receipt of theft was their trade, idleness 
and drunkenness their habit, falsehood and 
deception their garb, dissentions civil and 
religious their daily practice; and they were 
united only in a jealous systematic opposi- 
tion to their employers. 

Here, then, was a fair field on which to 
try the efficacy in practice of principles 
supposed capable of altering any characters. 
The manager formed his plans accordingly : 
he spent some time in finding but the full 
extent of the evil against which he had to 
contend, to trace the true causes which had 
produced these effects, and which were con- 
tinuing them. He found all was distrust, 
disorder, and disunion ; and he wished to 
introduce confidence, regularity, and har- 
mony : he therefore now began to bring for- 
ward his various expedients to withdraw the 
unfavourable circumstances by which they 
had been hitherto surrounded, and replace 
them by others calculated to produce a more 
happy result. He soon discovered that theft 
was extended through almost all the ramifi- 
cationsof the community, and receipt of theft 
through alMhe country around. To remedy 
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this evil, not one legal punishment was in- 
flicted, not one individual imprisoned, even 
for an hour : but checks and other regula- 
tions of prevent ion were introduced; a short 
plain explanation of the immediate benefits 
they would derive from a different conduct 
was inculcated by those instructed for the 
purpose, who had the best powers of reason- 
ing among themselves. They were at the 
same time instructed how to direct their in- 
dustry in legal and useful occupations ; by 
which, without danger or disgrace^ they 
could really earn more than they previously 
obtained by dishonest practices. — Thus, the 
difficulty of committing the crime was in^ 
creased, the detection afterwards rendered 
more easy, the habit of honest industry 
formed, and the pleasure of good conduct: 
experienced. 

Drunkennesa was attacked in the same* 
manner : it was discountenanced on every 
occasion by those who had charge of any 
department : its destructive and pernicious, 
effects were frequently stated by their own: 
more prudent comrades at the proper mo- 
ments when the individual was soberly suf- 
fering from the, effects of his previous excess :. 
j)Qt- and public-houses were gradually r.e- 
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inoved from the immediate vicinity of their 
dwellings : the health and comfort of tem- 
perance were made familiar to them : and 
by degrees drunkenness disappeared, and 
many who were habitual bacchanalians are 
now conspicuous for undeviating sobriety. 

Falsehood and deception met with a si- 
milar fate ; they were held in disgrace, their 
practical evils were shortly explained by 
their own companions properly instructed 
for the purpose; and every countenance 
was given to truth and open conduct. The 
pleasure and substantial advantages de- 
rived from the latter soon overcame the 
impolicy, error, and consequent misery 
which the former mode of acting always 
created. 

- Dksentions and quarrelling were under- 
mined by analogous expedients. When they 
could not be readily adjusted between the 
parties themselves, they were stated to the 
manager; andasin suchca§es both disputants 
were usualjy more or less in the wrong, that 
wrong was in as.few words as possible ex- 
plained, forgiveness and friendship recom* 
mended, and one simple and easily remem* 
bered precept inculcated, as the most valu- 
able rule for their whole conduct, and the 

Digitized byVnQOQlC 



47 

ftd vantages .of which they would experience; 
every moment of their lives ; — viz. " That in 
future. they should endeavour to use the same 
active exertions to make each other happy 
and comfortable* as they had done hitherto 
to make each other miserable ; and, by 
carrying this short memorandum in their 
mind, and applying it on, all occasions, they 
would soon render that place a paradise, 
which, from the most mistaken principles, of 
action, they now made the abode of mi; 
s€yry«" — The experiment was tried, the 
parties enjoyed the gratification of this new 
mode of conduct ; references rapidly sub- 
sided, and now serious diiferences are 
scarcely known. 

Considerable jealousies also existed, 7 On 
account of one religious sect possessing a de- 
cided preference over the others^ This was 
.corrected by dropping that preference, and 
giving an uniform encouragement to those 
who conducted themselves well, among all 
the various religious, persuasion^ * by re- 
commending the same consideration to be 
shown to the coascientipus opinions of, each 
sect, on the groun.d that all rnqst believe the 
particular doctrines, which they had beei>> 
taught to think the most right, and coqsQ 7 
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quently all were in that respect on an equal 
footing ; nor was it possible yet to say which 
was the most right or wrong. He likewise 
inculcated that all should attend to the 
essence of religion, and not act aa the world 
was now taught and trained to do : that isi, 
to overlook the substance and essence of 
religion ; and devote their talents, time, and 
money, to that which is far worse than its 
shadow; that is, sectarianism, which is only 
another term for something very injurious to 
society, and very absurd, which one or other 
well meaning enthusiast has added to trui 
religion; which pure religion without these 
defects would soon form mankind gene- 
rally into those characters which every wise 
and good man is anxious to see them pos-r 
$ess. 

Such statements and conduct arrested 
sectarian animosity and ignorant intolerance, 
each retained full liberty of conscience, and 
in consequence each paftakes of the sincere 
friendship of many sects in lieu of one. They 
act with cordiality together in the same de* 
partments and pursuits, and associate as 
though the whole community were not of 
different sectarian persuasion* ; and not one 
evil ensues, 
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v The same principles were applied to cor* 
rect the irregular intercourse of the sexes ; — 
such conduct was discountenanced and 
held in disgrace; fines were levied upon 
bothparties for the use of the support fund* 
of the community. But because they had 
once unfortunately offended against the esta- 
blished laws and customs of society, they 
were not forced, to become vicious, aban* 
doned, and miserable. The door was left 
open for them to return again to the com* 
forts of kind friends and respected acquaint- 
ance ; and beyond any previous expecta- 
tion the evil became greatly diminished. 

The system of receiving apprentices from 
public charities was abolished, and perma- 
»ent settlers with large families were encou- 
raged in lieu of them, and comfortable.houses 
were built for their accommodation. 
. The practice of employing children in the 
mills, of six, seven, and eight years of age was 
prevented, and their parents advised to allow 
them to acquire health and education until 
they were ten years oldf . 

* This fund arose from each Individual contributing one 
.sixtieth part of their wages r which^ under their own manage- 
ment, was applied to support the sick, the injured by accident, 
and the aged, 

t It may be remarked, that even this age is too early to 
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The children were taught reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, during five years, that is, 
from five to ten, in the village school, with- 
out expense to their parents; and all the 
modern improvements in education have 
been adopted, or are in process of adoption : 
some facilities in teaching arithmetic have 
been also introduced, which were peculiar 
to this school, and found very advantageous. 
They may therefore be taught and well 
trained before they engage in any regular 
employment. Another important consider- 
ation is, that all their instruction is ren- 
dered a pleasure. and delight to them ; they 
are much more anxious for the hour of 
school time to arrive, than end : they there- 
fore make a rapid progress ; and it may be 
safely asserted, that if they shall. not be 
trained to form -such characters as may be 

ke$p them at constant employment within doors from six in 
the morning to seven in the evening. Far better would it be 
for the children, their parents, and society, that the first 
should not commence employment until they attain the age 
of twelve, when their education might be finished, and their 
bodies would be more competent to the fatigue and exertions 
required from them. Arid when the parents can be trained 
to afford this additional time to their children without incon- 
venience, they will, of course, ultimately adopt the practice 
now recommended . 
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the most wished and desired, not one par- 
ticle of the fault will proceed from the chil- 
dren ; but the cause will rest in the want of 
a true knowledge of human nature, in those 
who have the management of thetn and 
their parents. 

During the period these changes were 
going forward, attention was given to the 
domestic arrangements of the community. 
Their houses were rendered comfortable, 
their streets were improved, the best provi- 
sions were purchased, and sold to them at 
low rates, yet covering the original expense ; 
and under such regulations as taught thetn 
how to proportion their expenditure to their 
income : fuel and clothes were obtained for 
them in the same manner ; no advantage 
was ever attempted to be taken of them, 
or means used to deceive them. 

In consequence, their animosity and op- 
position to a stranger subsided, their full 
confidence was given, and they became 
satisfied that no evil was intended them: 
on the contrary, they were convinced that 
a real desire existed to increase their happi- 
ness upon those grounds on which alone it 
could be permanently increased. All dif- 
ficulties in the way of future improvement 
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vanished they were taught to be rational, and 
they acted rationally ; and thus both parties 
experienced the incalculable advantages of 
the system which has been adopted. Those 
employed became industrious,, temperate, 
healthy, faithful to their employers, and 
kind to each other ; while the proprietors 
were deriving services from their attach- 
ment, almost without inspection, far be- 
yond those which could be obtained by,apy 
other means without those mutual princi- 
ples of confidence and kindness existing 
between the parties. Such was thq effect 
pf these principles on the adults, on those 
whose previous habits had been as ill formed 
as habits could be; and certainly the applica- 
tion of the principles to practice was made un- 
der the most unfavourable circumstances *. 
I have thus, at the urgent request of many 
respected friends and individuals, proceeded 
to give' a more detailed account of this ex- 

* It may be supposed that this community was separated 
;fwm otjhej society; but the supposition would- be erroneous, 
for it had daily and hpurly communication with a population 
exceeding itself. The royal borough of Lanark is only one 
mile distant from the "works, and many individuals come daily 
from the former to M employed at the latter ; and a general 
intercourse is constantly inaintamcd between the old wi n*w 
towns. 
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£eriment thaii I should otherwise have 
deemed necessary ; because these details of 
the application of the principles to any local 
situation, are of far less importance than to 
give a clear and accurate knowledge of the 
'principles themselves, whence they may be so 
well understood as to be easily rendered ap- 
plicable to practice in any community and 
titider any circumstances. Without this being 
done, particular facts may indeed amuse or 
astonish, but they would not contain that 
high degree of substantial value which thb 
■principles will be found to possess. But if it 
shall forward this object, the experiment can-* 
not fail to prove the certain means of reno- 
vating the moral and religious principles of 
the world, by showing from whence arise the 
various opinions, manners, vices, and virtues 
of mankind, and how the best or worst of 
them may be with mathematical precision 
taught to the rising generations. 

Let it not, therefore, be longer said that 
evil or injurious actions cannot be prevented; 
or that the most rational habits in the rising 
generation cannot be universally formed. * 

For, in those characters which now exhi- 
bit crime, the fault is most obviously not in 
the individual, but the defect proceeds froro 
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the system in which those individuals have 
been trained* 

Withdraw those circumstances which 
tend to create crime in the human charac- 
ter, and crime will not be created* Replace 
these with those circumstances which are 
calculated to form habits of order, regu- 
larity, temperance, industry, and upon the 
most certain data these qualities may be 
formed. Adopt measures of fair equity and 
justice, and you will readily acquire the full 
and complete confidence of the lower orders: 
nay, more ; proceed systematically on prin* 
ciples of undeviating persevering kindness, 
yet retaining and using, though with the least 
possible severity, the means of restraining 
full formed crime from immediately injuring 
society; and by degrees, even the crimes 
now existing in the adults will also gradu- 
ally disappear ; for the worst formed dispo- 
sition short of incurable insanity will not 
long resist a firm, determined, well directed, . 
persevering kindness. Such a proceeding, 
whenever practised, will be found the most 
powerful and effective corrector of crime, 
and of all injurious and improper habits. 

The experiment narrated shows that this 
is not hypothesis and theory; the whole has 
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been done, and may* be Again done. The 
principles may be with confidence stated to 
be. universal, and applicable to all times, per- 
son*, and circumstances. And. the principles 
of such general application may be stated 
to be, " that the moat obvious, rational 
means should be taken to remove the 
temptatipn to commit crimes, and increase 
the difficulties of committing them ; while, 
at the dame time, a proper direction should 
be given to the active powers of the indivi- 
dual, and a due share provided of uninju- 
rious amusements and recreation. Care 
•must be also taken to remove the cause of 
jealousy, distentions, and irritation, to intro- 
duce sentiments calculated to create union 
and. confidence among all. the members of 
the community, and the whole should be 
directed by . a, persevering kindness, suffi- 
ciently evident to convince that a sincere 
desire existed to increase and not diminish 
happiness. 

These principles, applied to the commu- 
nity at New Lanark at first under many of 
the most discouraging circumstances, but 
persevered in for thirteen years, effected a 
complete change on the general character 
pf the village, containing upwards of two 
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thousand inhabitant*, and into which, 
also, there was a constant influx of new 
Comers.-— But as the promulgation of netf 
miracles is not for present times, it is not 
pretended that under such circumstances 
one and all are become wise and good ; or, 
that they are free from error : but it may be 
truly stated, that they now constityte a very 
improved society, that their worst habits 
are gone, and that their minor ones would 
now soon disappear under a continuance of 
the application of the same principles ; 
that during the period mentioned, scarcely a 
legal punishment has been inflicted, or art ap- 
plication been made for parish funds by any 
individual among them* Drunkenness is not 
seen in their streets, and the children are 
taught and trained in the village school 
without any corporal, and with little of any 
punishment* And the community exhibits 
the general appearance of industry, tempe- 
rance, comfort, health, and happiness. These 
are and ever will be the sure and certain 
effects of the adoption of the principles ex- 
plained ; and these principles, applied with 
judgement, will effectually reform the most 
vicious community existing, and traiti the 
younger part of it to any character which 
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maybe desired ; and that, too, much more 
easily on an extended than a limited scale. — 
Tb apply these principles, however, success- 
fully to practice, a comprehensive and mi- 
nute view must be taken of the existing 
state of the society on which they are in- 
tended to operate. The causes of the most 
prevalent evils must be accurately traced, 
and those meanswhich shall appear the most 
easy and simple should be immediately ap- 
plied to remove them* 
* But in this progress the smallest alteration 
adequate to any real effect should be made 
at one time ; indeed, if possible, the change 
should be so gradual as to be almost imper- 
ceptible, yet always making a permanent 
advance in the desired improvements. 

By this procedure the most, rapid practical 
progress will be obtained, because the incli- 
nation to resistance will be removed, and 
time given for reason to weaken the force of 
v long established injurious prejudices. 

And consequently the removal of the first 
evil will prepare the way for the removal of 
the second, and render it, more easy; and this 
facility in progress will increase, . not in au 
arithmetical but in a geometrical propor- 
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tion, until the directors of the system will 
themselves be gratified beyond expression 
with the beneficial magnitude of their own 
proceedings. 

Nor while these principles shall be acted 
upon can there be any retrogression in this 
good work, for the permanence of the ame- 
lioration will be equal to its extent. 

What then remains to prevent such a sy- 
stem from being immediately adopted into 
national practice ? Nothing, surely, but a 
general distribution of the knowledge of the 
practice. For with the certain means of 
prevention of crimes in their hands, can it be 
supposed that British legislators, as soon as 
these means shall be made evident, will lon- 
ger withhold them from ;hcir fellow sub- 
jects ? No : 1 am persuaded that neither 
prince, ministers, parliament, or any party 
in church or state, will avow inclinations to 
act on principles of such flagrant injustice. 
Have they not on many occasions evinced 
a sincere and ardent desire to ameliorate the 
condition of the subjects of the empire, 
when practicable means of amelioration were 
explained to them, and which could be 
adopted without risking the safety of the 
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state ? They have, it is true, refused one 
measure called a reform, and most wise 
have they been in persevering in that re- 
fusal. 

Have the advocates for that measure, well- 
intentioned and patriotic as many of them are, 
shown one good practical effect to be derived 
from it in the present state of ignorance in 
which the mass of the British population is 
now allowed to be trained? On the contrary, 
Can any rational being attentively observe 
the scenes exhibited during every general 
election, and wish for those scenes to be ex- 
tended ? That, indeed, would be to wish any 
thing but a reform of .the manners, habits, 
and principles of our abused and deluded 
fellow subjects. Nor is it easy to say which 
most deserve our pity and commiseration ; 
those who, with some pretensions to' know- 
ledge, adopt every low art to deceive,— ta 
engender the most pernicious habits, — nay, 
to foster crime which they afterwards enact 
laws to punish,— K)r those whose welfare and 
substantial comforts' are sacrificed to such 
proceedings. 

Away then with this abuse of terms ! it 
would not, it could not be reform ; but if 
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how adopted it would soon terminate iti dire 
anarchy and confusion. 

There is but one practicable, and there- 
fore one rational reform, which without dan- 
ger can be attempted in these realms; a re- 
form in which all men and all parties may 
join — that is, a reform in the training and in 
the management of the poor, the ignorant, 
the untaught and untrained, or ill taught and 
ill trained, among the whole mass of British 
population, and a plain, simple, practicable 
plan, which would not contain one spark of 
danger to an individual, or to any part of 
society, may be devised for that purpose. 

And that plan is a national, well digested 
unexclusive system for the formation of cha- 
racter, and general amelioration of the lower 
orders. And on the experience of a life de- 
voted to the subject I hesitate not to say, 
that the members of any community may 
by degrees be trained to live without crime, 
without punishment, without idleness, and with- 
out poverty ; for each of these is the effect 
of error in the various systems prevalent 
throughout the world. They are all the di~. 
rect consequence of ignorance. 

Train any population rationally, and they 
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will.be rational. Furnish honest and use- 
ful, employments to thpse so trained, and 
such employment they will one and all 
greatly prefer to any dishonest or injurious 
occupations. It is beyond all calculation 
the interest of every government to provide 
that training and that employment: and to 
provide both is easily practicable. 

The first, as before stated, is to be ob- 
tained by a national system of formation of 
character. And the second, by government's 
preparing a reserve of employment for the 
surplus working classes, when the general 
demand for labour throughout the country 
is not equal to the full occupation of the 
whole : and that employment to be on use- 
ful national objects, from which the public 
may derive advantage equal to the expense 
which those works may require. 

The national plan for the formation of 
character should include all the modern im- 
provements of education, without regard to 
the system of any one individual, and should 
not exclude the child of any one subject in 
the empire. Any thing short of this would 
be an act of intolerance and injustice to 
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the excluded, and of injury to general so- 
cfiety, so glaring and manifest, that 1 shall 
be deceived in the character of my coun- 
trymen, if any of those who # have influx 
encein church or state should now be found 
uri willing to support the first, or not deter- 
mined to oppose the last* Is it not indeed 
strikingly evident to common observers, that 
any further attempt to enforce religions ex- 
clusion would be the certain and speedy de- 
struction of the present church establish- 
ments and even endanger our valuable civil 
institutions? 

It may be said, however, that ministers 
and parliament have many other important 
subjects under present discussion. This is 
evidently true ; but wiil they npt have high 
national concerns always to engage their at- 
tention ? And can any question be brought 
forward of deeper interest to the community, 
than that which involves the formation of cha- 
racter and the well-being of every individual 
within the empire ? a question too which, 
when understood, will be found to offer the 
means of amelioration to the revenues of 
these kingdoms, far beyond any practical 
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plan now likely to be devised- Yet, im- 
portant as are considerations of revenue, they 
must appear secondary when put into com- 
petition with the lives, liberty, and comfort 
of our fellow subjects : these are now hourly 
sacrificed for want of an effective legislative 
measure to prevent crime. And is an act of 
such vital importance to the well-being of 
all to be longer delayed ? Shall yet another 
year pass in which crime shall he forced on 
the infant, who in ten 9 twenty or thirty years 
hence shall suffer death for being taught that 
crime f It is impossible. For should it be 
so delayed, the individuals of the present par- 
liament, the legislators of this day*, ought in 
strict and impartial justice to be amenable 
to the laws for not adopting the means in 
their power to prevent the crime, rather 
than the poor, untrained and unprotected 
culprit, whose previous years, if he had lan- 
guage to describe them, would exhibit a life 
of unceasing wretchedness, and that arising 
solely from the errors of society. 

* Particularly the administration, and members for the com- 
mercial and manufacturing districts in which crime abounds, 
such as Middlesex, Yorkshire, Lancashire, Warwickshire, Not- 
tinghamshire, Derbyshire, &c. ; and London, Liverpool, Gia»* 
gow, &c. &c. 
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Much mpre indeed may be added on these 
momentous subjects, even to make them 
evident to the capacities of children: but 
for obvious reasons the outlines of them are 
merely sketched ; and it is hoped these out- 
lines will be sufficient to induce not only the 
well-disposed of all parties cordially to unite 
in this vital measure for the preservation of 
every thing dear to society, but also the re- 
flecting and prudent, who have an interest in 
supporting the constitution as it now exists* 
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